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To hi High Court of Parliament of the C ommon-wealth 


of England, Scotland, and [reland. 


The humble Petition of the T riſoners for Debt in the 
Upper-Bench Priſon, 


SHEWETH: 


>a Hat your Petitioners ſhould be 23eruly (cnfible of the late Gratious Ats of 
; ea Parliament , and Ordinances made for their Relicfe and Liberty (were 
C Py > 4 - they duly executed) as ſome of them are of their ſixteen years impriſon- 
LW > ment, many of your Petitioners having taken their Oaths as poore, in 
October 1652 and others before the 20. of Oftober 165 3. 
Since thar,many others of your Petitioners have been committ ed,nor 
| Y being capable of the benefit of the ſaid As, and Or inances, for obtai- 
ASD SSOASG) ning their Liberties, though poore. | 
He T hat ſuch of your Peticioners as have taken their oaths as poor, inthe 
eare 1652; and before the 20. of Ofober 1653+ have ever fince been obſtruted of their Liberties, 
by raaſon of their great neceſlity and want of money, to proſecute their liberties, by ſuing forth 
Writs of habeas corpus (which have beca denied) and after chem Writs of /cire facias ro ſummon 
their Creditors, toſhew cauſe inthe Upper- Bench Court at a cercaine day, why your Pericioners 
' Fhouldnor be freed from impriſonment (having taken their oathes as poore) according to the ſaid 
Ads and Ordinances as aforeſaid , and after the return of the ſaid ſcrre facias , Wizits of Swperſe- 
deas to free your Petitioners from impriſonment abſolutely , but the charge thereof is ſo great, 
thar your Petitioners have not been able ro undergo the ſame. | 
That your Petitioners have likewiſe by Petition made their addreflcs ſeverall times fince the 
beginning of Auguſt !aſt, for Relicfe and Liberty , to the Judges appointed for Relicfe of Credi- 
tors, and poote Priſoners, London, &c- (many of them having ſpent five pounds apiece and up- 
wards) though with mnch difficulty borrowed of their triends, in orders of ſummons,and ſerving 
thern upon their Creditors in remote Countreys, Councellors, Clerks, and Solicitors fees, Wai- 
rats Wages, and other expences, too heavy and great for your Petitioners ro disburſe, not having 


the ſame : ſome have been ten, ſome twenty rimes before them , and not yet diſchaxged, rhough - 


very poore ; fo thatall your Petitioners endeavours have proved in vaine : and alſo maay other 
of your Petitioners have delivered to the faid Judges, particulars of their Eftztes upon oath , yet 
Qill detained in Priſon. = | 

Thar in «ffetall Priſoners for debt in this Commonwealth ( being capable of the benefit of 
the ſaid Aft and Ordinances) (except your Peririoners and ſome ochers, ia and neare the City of 
London) are by force and vyertue thereof, already freed and diſcharged from impriſonment. 

Ard foraſmuch as your Petitioners humbly conceive the ſaid Judges are nor as yer fully im- 
powred ro examine and determine all Canfes whatſoever , upon Judgemens and Executions, 
though illegally obtained, in differences between Creditors and Priſoners. | 


Ycur Petitioners therefore humbly pray, that the f4id Judges may forthwith be impowred to 
e x1tnine, heare, apd determine all Cauſes and diff.rences whatſoever, betweene Credicors 
@nd Friſoners, (the ſaid differences to be delivered to the ſaid Judges4a wricing) cobe ad- 
judged and determined withour pleading of Counſell , in regard bdth chargeable and im» 


pertinent; and hath been prejudiciall ro many poor mens Liberties. And ſome, obdurate— 


Adyerſarics have beſtowed 3ol in Covnſcll, purpoſcly co Keep pvore men in Prifen. And 
char al Priſoners for Debt upon raking their Oathes as poore, and others upon' delivery of 
particulars of their Eftatesto the ſaid Judges upon their oaches, may be forthwichMeeil and 
diſciarged from impriſonment, And tht in the meave time, your Petitioners may beel- 
lowed Writs of babeas corps, gratss, according to the ſaid late Ats and Ordinances, upon 
their owne ſecnrity by Bond, to inzble chem ro complear their Libectics, and be ſervicea- 
ble to the Common wealth,and the preſervation of thai Fimiliers 


+. Andyour Petitioners ſpall pray, &c, 


